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SSESSESS $46 HEPES 
A Relation of the Engagement of His Maje- 
Ittes Fleet with the Enemies, on the 11. of 


Auguſt, 1673. as has been repreſented 
by Letters from the ſeveral Squadrons. 


”———_— —_— 


The Relation from the Red $ 2Uu4 DRON, 


& N the 10, of Auguſt in the morning, his Highneſs 
\Þ Prince Rupert, lying with His Majeſties Fleer 
ſevenLeagues from theTexe/,bearing E, and by 
d S. of them, diſpatched away the Papenburgh , 4 
Dutch Zaſt 7»dia Prize , under the care of Sir 

= Charles Littleton, which had fallen that mor=- 
ning caſually into their hands ; about which time the Fleet 
weighed, having the Wind at N, E. a geatle gale, his High« 


nels being advertiſed by his Scouts, that the Enemies Fleer, 
wplituk 


_ Lain a» Auhv (UUL L2onee from C perdown, and 
ſeven Leagues SS, E, irom ours, were getting under fayl g 


which oblieged him to ſtand S, E, to get the Wind of them 
About twoin the afternoon, the Enemies Fleet was ſeen by 
ours, ſtanding Northwards z of whom his Highneſs having got 
the Wind,about four in the afternoon ſtretched near the head- 


- moſt of them : hen the Enemy Tacked, when their Yan was 


2a Breaſt on us,and made all the ſayl they poſſibly could, The 
Prince kept ſuch a ſayl , as our whole Fleet might accompany 
them ; bur the day being near ſpent ; his Highneſs thought it 
not fit to engage them then, but kept under ſayl all night, On 
the eleventh in the morning at break ofday,the Enemies Fleet 
was ſeen {being ninety odd ſay] of Men of War) within two 
Leagues of ours, bearing from the E; and by S. to theS.S, E, 


| bf us, the Windat E, and byS; the Texel bore E, N, E, near - 


fiveLeagues diſtance: Between four and five the FleerTacked, 
and ſtood ro theNorthwards till eight; then they Tacked again, 
atid ſtood to the Southward , the enemy ſtill obſerving our 
motion, and edging rowards us, untill hal an hour after eight, 
when chey bore right down upon us, Yan Tramp upon the Blew 
Squadron in theRear, De Ruyter with the main Body upon 
the Red,and Barkaert with the reſt upon the White ; Berween 
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nine and ten of the Clock , there fell a great ſhower of Rain, 
and very thick Weathet , with which the- Wind ſhrunk trom 
the E, andbyS, tothe $S, WW, Ar eleven of the Clock the 
Weather cleared up , when ye petceived the White Squadron 
.had Tacked,, and. weathered both Fleers'z the Enemy had a 
Qreat'Sqttadfon to weather of the Princes: and-Sir. Fo#z Har- 
mans Diviſions, De Ruyter was tight in the Princes Wake, and 
preſſed him very hard, twn of their Vice-Admitals, and one 
of theirRear- Admirals, were within little mote then Cannon- 
ſhot to Leeward of him Sir Fohu Chichleys Diviſion was to 
Leeward of him,and the Blew Squadron warmly engaged with 
Fan Trump to. Leeward of all : the Prince kept cloſe upon a 
Wing til] twelve at noon, and then his Highnel#bore towards 
Sir Fs richie firft, and afterwards to the Blew Squa= 
dron, 'where he tound: Sir Edward Spraggs :Ship , the Royal 
Prince, towing off without any of his Maſts ſtanding , but 
detended-from the'Enemy by the. Earl of ofſory in the Se, 
Mirthae}; and fome pther Ships'of the ſame:Squadron, Ar 
fix in the evening his Highneſs Engaged ſmartly again, till 
eight at nighr, when! he got - his Lirboard [Tagks''on board, 
and ftgod N.'N. W, with the Witd at $, W, ;at-which timg 


the Enemy Tacked, and ſtood to their own Goaft, We have. 


x >-ows- M42 <f-rxr a. ID; EU , lv 2 
Pe 3 he winch Arrenaea The Earl of Of&ry, loft he 
by his fide , but he ſaved che Captain and all the Men, © Sir 
Edward Sprage Admiral of the Blew Squadron:, ;changing his 
Ship, 'wasunfortunatly Drowned, :his Boat being ſunk under 
him by a Shot from the Enemy z Captain /e. Neve was alſo 
Slain'; S:t Fohn Kempthorn, Vice-Admiral of the Blew, Cap- 
tail Conrtney, Captain Haward, Sir William Reeves , and Sir 


. William Fennings were Wounded; Captain'Swckman, and 


Caprtaih Merryweather of the Duke of Backingham's Regi- 
ment; and Mr; Hay, a Volunteer, werealſfo Slain, which were 
all the Hurt and Wounded of Note we yet hear of, Wecan- 
not certainly-tell whar the Enemies Loſs was, but two of their 
Great Ships of -70'arid 60 Guns were both loſt inour ſight, the 
one ſuhk by Sir Fob) Kempthorn,. the latter burne by Captain 
Waſbbogrn : 1t is likewiſe confidently aid, that-four or five 
more were deſttoyed, and ſeveral others were feen to goof 
mucti diſfbled, Onithe 12 our Fleet. was refitting , and on 
the.13/j-the morning, when this Account came! away from 
them, ' they were under Sail to look after the. Enemy , who 
were gotten out of ſight thenighr before, ſtanding , as is ſup- 
poſed, towards their own Coaſt, - 


7 burnt under his Boltſprit,. and ahor 
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The RELATION from the White 
SQUADRON. _. 


T4 Wind being at S, E. atd favourable to the Ene- 


mies, who had drawn themſelves np towards thei? 
own Coaſts, they diſpoſed their $quadrons' to come 
updn each of ours, which they expected all at time ; Trump 
with his Squadron having Attacked the Blew , de Ruyter arid 
his Vice- Admiral the Red, and Bankers the White , who had 


the Van , and the Wind at E, endeavouring to weather the 


Enemies, to which end the Marquis de Martel, Rere-Admi- 
ral of the ſaid Squadron, with his Ship called the Royal Tereſe, 


Tacked upon the Enemy,but not being able to get the Wind, 
he rcmatuiyd vary elsſfc tn then, uniſtancly firing 5 ſome time 


after, the Chevalier Fouruille, Commandet of the San{paresl, 
being the ſecond Ship of the Van, Tacked alſo wpon the 
Enemy, and was followed by the Sieurs Pauvettier and Louis 
Gabaret, Commanding the Precjeux and Aquillon, but they 
could not yet gain the Wind, oF 


' The Count 4 Eftrees, Vice- Admiral of Frayce, ſeeing that 
the Reer- Admirals Diviſion, who had the Yan, could gain 
nothing upon the Enemy, reſolves to bear through them, in 
order to getting the Weather gage, and going to the Princes 
afſiſtance; and in effe@ he broke through the Enemies I.ine, 
between 11 arid 12 at toon, and weathered all their Ships ex- 
cept Baxkert, who paſſed ro Windward of him within Piſtol- 
ſhot, and the reft to Leeward within the ſame diſtance; - the 
faid Bankerts Fireſhips did all they could to burn the Compte 
4 Eftrees Ship , called Za Reine, and one of their Fireſhips 

| he-ſnnk with his hor, 
and after having ſtood the Enemies FM on both fides', and he 
himſelf fired without intermiffion, both his great and [ſmall 
Shot; having loſt 30 Men, ond his Ship much torn, __ 
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(6) 
the Wind, whilſt the Sieurs de Brenilly, de Gabaret, and ſeve- 


ral other Captains, did all they could to come up to ſuch of 
the 'Enexqies Ships as were a-head of then; but-they. woald 


not ſtay for them ; Admiral Bankert with his Diviſion, ' 
bore upon the Sieurs 4 Zf#val , Chevalier 'Dailly, arid- 
ae Sepuille, Commanders of the 1viarcible, the Fire, and thi. 


Amable , the firſt ſtayed for Baykert, who durſt not come near 
him, and after having ſhown all the marks of Contage and 
* Reſolucion, was killed by a Great Shor' during. thisdifpnte', 

Atterwhich, the White Rallied, and.purſued rhe Enemy be. 
fore the Wind, and'with all cheir Sails, rill half an hour paſt 
ſeven in the evening, when we found fifty of the Enemies 
- Ships' who had Rathed:, ' and who durſt not. bear upon che 
- Princes. Squadron, becauſe we-had: the Wind-of them,expe&- 

ing only: the Prince's: Orders to' do whatever his, Highneſs 


ſhouldthink fic, The Comtred Eftrees thinking he 0ught-o.; 
keep-the advantage of. the Wing, to renew, the: Fight the. 


next day, it being then- already--tqo. late- ro Engage atreſhyt 
withoyo expreſs Ordersfrom-his Highneſs, ',',, 


I 


i 


The R ELATION from the Blew ” 


SQUADRON. 


N Munday the Eleventh of CA1agyſt we Engaged the: 
() Enemy, theWind at S. E,.near the Texel; the Dutch 
| having the: Weather-gage; . both Fleers pointed:into? 
the Shore, About ſeven in the morning ,. Prince Rupert: 


Tacked, being neat Land, ſo gavethe Wind aslarge as they» 


couldiyiſh,- to the. Dirzh z the* Blew Squadron having the: 
Rear, the Red che 'Middle,. and the” White the' Van, Tromp' 
and his Diviſion taking the Blew; de' Rujter the Red; and Bay-" 
kert the White Squadron z with'us Sir Fohn Kenpthory begant 
che; Barrel; halfan- hour: paſt ſeven in the morning, a while: 


- = 


alter T7 


Sprage lay by foriTromp 
| fon Feat this wth! Prince Rwpert andthe White, 
as their- Adverfaries being ſeparated 'from!' us ', -we heard 'nor 
of them" rill 'four-.in the: aftetaoon ;, - when they. came: ye- 
ry opportunely to our aſſiſtance ; Sir Edward Spragg lay 
battering againſt eight or nine of the Dutch along time, _ 
mo 
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mp-and Sir: Edward: Sprage* Engaged 5 Sir Edward: 
Ras ſodid moſt of his Divifion, and: * 
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moſt of his Diviſion being ſo far Leeward they could not help 
him, for Sir Fohn Kempthory being preſt, it preſt us all out 
of our ſtation much to the Lee z, this was about twelve of the 
clock, when we perceived Sit Edward Sprazg to put betore 
the Wind, which madeus conjeure him either dead or much 
damaged, I went aboard Sir Edward Spragg to ee how affairs 
ſtood, and found his Ship extreamly diiabled, and 2s we ſet 
our Boat from his Ship, down fell his Main Maſt within a yard 
of our Boat ; We ſaved ſome Men and came up to the Ships 
fide again to take up Swimmers, when the Miſſen Maſt tell 
down near our Boat; atter this , Sir Edward Spragg came on 


board the St, George, where he put up his Flag, and lay by * 


the diſabled Royal Prince to defend her, where was a hor 
Fight; Sir Fohn Kempthorn and his Diviſion Tacked upon 
the Enemy, who was very eager upon the Prixce, either to 
take or burn her, but the zl/zw Squadron by this time came ſo 
abour her, that the Enemy found it too hot for them, though 
they plyed her ſtill hard, More particulars I have not time 
to write, but that very unfortunately that day at two of the 
clock the St, George was ſo diſabled too, that Sir Edward 
Sprage took Boat to goon board the Royal Charles, ani had 
not rowed ten Boars lengths, but a Bullet came through the 
St, Gearge and broke his Boat z, they made back again as faſt as 
they could on board, but before 'they came within throw of 
the Ropes, the Boat ſunk, and Sir Edward Sprage was drown- 
ed ; being taken up dead, his Head and. Shoulders above 
water, having taken ſo dead hold of the Boat, they could 
hardly difingage him from it, Mr, Littletonv, Mr, Smith and 
his Page were drowned with him; the $#, Georges Boat being 
next, took up his Body, and his Lieutengnt half dead ; for 
the preſerving of his Ship the Royal Prince, there continued 
ſtill a brisk Fight, and about four in the afternoon, his High- 
neſs borein, and the Dutch, which favoured the getting off of 
that Ship, being towed by two or three vthers ; The Dh 
were ſtill unwilling to leave her, and ſo the Fight continued 
till near eight atnight, Weare preparing for another Bout, 
God continue to give us ſtill good ſucceſs, Excule this imper- 
fe& Narrative, being writ ina hurry, - 
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